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plot against the Constitution; it must manage to get itself
a majority artificially or to recruit a temporary one. It
then degenerates into coalition ministries, and its policy
betrays fluctuations which have a very prejudicial effect
upon the state itself, and more especially upon the Con-
servative principle/ 1

Notwithstanding this warning, the bill, with some
modifications agreed to by the government, was passed on
February 7 by a majority of only thirty-two, most of the
Conservatives having voted against it. In the committee
of the Upper House, too, the attack was repeated on the
part of the Conservatives. What resources were then
brought into play is shown by the following incident.
Charles von Bodelschwingh, who was Minister of Finance
during the Conflict time, and had in 1866 declined to
procure the sums required for the war, being for that rea-
son replaced by Baron von der Heydt, had spread a report
in the Conservative party that I should really be pleased
by the rejection of the measure, and offered to adduce
proof of this. When business commenced he came up to
me in the House and began a conversation of no impor-
tance by asking after my wife; on leaving me he returned
to his colleagues and declared that, after having consulted
me, he was sure of the truth of what he had advanced.

From a perusal of the very authentic reports which
Roon, who was then at Bordighera, received in February
1868 from members of the Conservative party, and which
were reprinted in the ' Deutsche Revue' of April 1891,' it
will be seen that the Conservatives desired me to enter
their group. I had little leisure time, was pre-occupied by

1 Polituche Reden, iii. 456.

* Cf. Denkwiirdigkeiten> iii.4 62 sqq.
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